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Mr SIU Kam-yuen, Stephen
President

Society of Registered Safety Officers
P.O. Box 482

Fo Tan Post Office

Fo Tan, N.T.

Dear Mr SIU,

Stepping up Measures to Enhance Construction Safety

The Labour Department is highly concerned about the ten fatal
industrial accidents that happened in the construction industry in the first quarter
of 2014. The death toll is unusually high as compared to that in the same period
in recent years. We issued an advisory letter to major construction contractors on
15 April 2014, urging them to step up measures to ensure compliance with the
safety legislation and pay particular attention to work safety involving
work-at-height and lifting operations. A copy of the advisory letter 1s enclosed
herewith.

In the interest of workers’ safety, may I have your kind assistance in
disseminating the above safety message to your members. Should you need
further information, please contact Miss WONG Pui-lam, Linda on 2852 4960.

Yours sincerely,

\)-

(WU Wai-hung )
for Commissioner for Labour
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15 April 2014
Dear Sir/Madam,

Stepping up Measures to Enhance Construction Safety

The Labour Department (“LD”) is highly concerned about the ten fatal
cases that happened in the construction industry in the first quarter of 2014. The
death toll is unusually high as compared to that in the same period in recent years.
It indicates that fall-from-height remains the greatest threat to construction
workers (4 fatal cases), and lifting operations also pose serious threat to workers
(3 fatal cases).

You are therefore urged to step up measures to ensure compliance with
the safety legislation and’ eliminate work hazards. Regarding work-at-height
safety, you should safeguard all dangerous edges liable to fall of persons, ensure
the use of safe working platforms and other safe means of support, and avoid the
use of ladders or substandard scaffolds. Where mechanical working platforms
are used, you should ensure that they are properly designed, constructed,
maintained and used. You should also provide a suitable safety harness to every
worker working on a suspended working platform or tower working platform, and
ensure that the safety harness is properly worn and attached to an independent
lifeline or a fall arresting system. In addition, where the use of working
platforms is impracticable, such as during erection/ dismantling of a scaffold, etc.,
you should provide suitable fall protection devices such as safety harnesses and
independent lifelines, and exercise effective supervision to ensure the workers
make full and proper use of the devices.

As to lifting operations, you should pay particular attention to the
planning, management and supervision of the operations concerned to ensure
proper execution of safe lifting plans, with due regard to the stability of lifting
appliances; safe use of lifting appliances and lifting gear through proper
maintenance, regular testing and thorough examination; and security of loads.
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In view of the grave consequences of breaches of the safety
requirements for work-at-height and lifting operations, LD has been stepping up
inspection and enforcement to deter unsafe work practices and to ensure
compliance. Upon discovery of breaches of law, we will take vigorous
enforcement actions without prior warning, including issuing suspension /
improvement notices and initiating prosecutions as appropriate.

We appeal to your continuous cooperation and support in ensuring work
safety of the construction industry. Should you need further information, please
contact Miss WONG Pui-lam, Linda on 2852 4960.

Yours faithfully,

k/,/!h

( WU Wai-hung )
for Commissioner for Labour
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